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I N  T H I S  I S S U E

Title picture - Brightlinsea Harbour Office Decorated for the festive season. 

NEW MEMBERS FOR 2025

MERRY CHRISTAMS & A HAPPY NEW YEAR

Cooke Aquaculture Scotland Ltd

Saxon Expeditions

Kmass Marine Ltd

Welcome to our members who have
joined since AGM 2025...

Members,

We would like to thank you for all of your support throughout the year.

We hope that you have all found our events, workgroups and training

days useful. We hope you have a Happy Christmas and a Happy New Year

- and more importantly that you all stay safe, whether you be a home

with family or out at sea with crew.  We will be on leave from the 23rd

December, mailboxes will be monitored throughout the holidays. We are

back at our desks on the 2nd January, 2026 . We need to reenergise

before the bumper year next year!

From 

The WA Team

Merry Christmas & Happy New
Year from the WA Team. 

Marine Comply Ltd

BMT Group Limited

DK Marine Ltd

IMO RULES ON PREVENTING AND
RESPONDONG TO VIOLENCE AND

HARASSEMENT

THE WA, BTA & UKPMA JOINT GOG ROPE
DOCUMENT RELEASE

WORKGROUP CORNER

NEWS FROM OUR STAKEHOLDERS

FUNDING & OPPORTUNITIES 

IMPROVING OFFSHORE CREW-TRANSFER
SAFETY

And many more - whose memberships start on January 1st 2026!

Our Seawork 2026 Subgroup
meetings return at the start of the
new year. With every meeting
occurring every last Tuesday of the
month. 

SEAWORK SUBGROUP 

http://www.cookescotland.com/
http://www.saxonexpeditions.com/
http://www.saxonexpeditions.com/
http://www.saxonexpeditions.com/
https://kmassmarine.co.uk/
http://www.marinecomply.co.uk/
http://www.bmt.org/
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The British Tugowners Association (BTA), the UK Maritime Pilots’

Association (UKMPA), and the Workboat Association (WA) have

jointly released “Gog Ropes: Industry Advice”, a new guidance

document designed to enhance safety in conventional towage

operations. Unveiled at the recent Annual General Meeting and

Safety Seminar of both Associations, this publication marks a

significant step forward in strengthening industry-wide standards

for rope use and towage safety.

Click HERE to have a full read of our document release.

THE WA, BTA & UKPMA Joint Gog
Rope Document Release

Here is the last UKHO Update of 2025 as they

look back at a year of collaboration with

everyone in the maritime industry. 

Click HERE to Read

UKHO Update

MARIN, the "MAritime Research Institute Netherlands" is taking the

initiative to investigate the scale of unreported incidents during

'personnel transfer at sea' together with the industry. 

Across the maritime industry, a significant and growing number of

personnel transfers take place each year. While some of these

transfers—such as wind turbine access and pilot boarding—are

governed by established procedures, regulations, and incident

reporting frameworks, many offshore transfers fall outside the

scope of oversight by industry organisations typically collecting this

data. We are looking for industry to join us in our new Joint

Industry Project.

Read more HERE

Improving Offshore Crew-Transfer
Safety

Following the adoption of IMO Resolution MSC.560(108), which

introduces mandatory training on preventing and responding to

violence and harassment within the Personal Safety and Social

Responsibilities (PSSR) course, we want to clarify the UK position

and next steps. To clarify the UK’s position, the Maritime and

Coastguard Agency have published MIN 729 (MF) Amendment to

PSSR, available to read HERE

The WA sent an email to members to here what they are doing to

introduce these new rules. We have collated responses from

members into a guidance document. 

Read our document HERE

IMO rules on preventing and
responding to violence and
harassment

Thank you to everyone who attended the vessels contracting

training day at Stephenson Harwood. We hope you found the day

very informative.

Vessels Contracting Training Day

Ready to embrace an epic challenge in 2026

for a good cause? Push your limits in support

of seafarers and their families who man our

ships on July 5-6. The 24 Peaks Challenge is

The Seafarers’ Charity's flagship fundraising

event. Hosted for nearly 20 years, at the

UNESCO World Heritage site of England’s

Lake District, they are inviting teams from all

sectors of the maritime industry to elevate

seafarers’ safety and welfare. There are three

route options, Bronze (7 Peaks), Silver (21

Peaks) or Gold (24 Peaks), catering for all

endurance levels.

Sign up as a team HERE

For further information and sponsorship

opportunities, please contact Temi Binitie at

Temi.Binitie@theseafarerscharity.org

24 Peaks Challenge 2026

https://events.rivieramm.com/event/International-Tug-and-Salvage-2026/home?utm_campaign=WA-newsletter-banner&utm_content=cta_button&utm_medium=newsletter%2520banner&utm_source=internal
https://www.workboatassociation.org/the-bta-ukmpa-wa-gog-rope-document-release/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1SP7bc3lu6h685uNttEamiC3oejvOcYG5/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Y4BBcfoMK6KmZWOrWnB4YMPqzOrDi9zU/view?usp=sharing
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/min-729-mf-2026-imo-amendment-to-pssr
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1A_kc6NFd3Ot5T-Kr2PvmIK-AF0JFVf8F/view?usp=sharing
http://bit.ly/24peaks2026
mailto:Temi.Binitie@theseafarerscharity.org
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Training

This year the organisation will focus on providing resource/support to

the Maritime Skills Alliance and the MCA review of Small

Commercial Vessel training. Plus, thefurther development of Towage

Training and Assessment series, including the towage good practice

guides, Voluntary Towage Endorsement scheme and towage training

courses.

Technical

This year a co-Chair will be elected to sit alongside Andy Page

(Chartwell Marine) to support and push our Technical agenda.

Including our continued partnership with Seawork to present the “Get

Set for Workboat 2050” series (more info here).

Safety

The 2026 Safety Campaign will focus on “Lines under tension”.

Following our first Safety Workgroup meeting of the year, more

information will be made available on the structure and objectives of

this campaign during 2026.

Workgroup Corner Get to Know...
Sam Dawkins
Maine Operations Manger

The Port of London Authority.

Click HERE or on the photo to read. 

Cl ick HERE  for  the  PSS Newslet ter

Cl ick HERE  for  the  MSA Newslet ter

Cl ick HERE  for  the  IMCA Newslet ter

Cl ick HERE  for  the  I IMS News Bul le t in

Cl ick HERE  for  the  Seafarers ’  Chari ty

Newslet ter

Cl ick HERE  for  SMI Newslet ters

Cl ick HERE  for  Marine Socie ty

News from our
Stakeholders

If you would like to join the WA’s WhatsApp

community please send an email to Lys -

l.johnson@workboatassociation.org including

your mobile number and an invite will be sent

to your phone. The community has separate

groups for all your workgroups and subgroups

- if you would like invites to these as well

please let Lys know. 

WhatsApp Community

You could  be  the  next  Feature  Friday or  the  Get  To Know in the

newslet ter .  I t  could  be  even s impler  -  l ike  a  photo to  feature  on

the front  page .  I f   you have anything that  you think wi l l  be  of

interest  to  our  members  and your col leagues -  p lease  le t  us

know by sending send emai l  to

h. johnson@workboatassociat ion.org

Want to Spread the Word

Don’t forget to get your calendars synced up

for all of our latest events and workgroup

meetings. 

Clcik HERE To View and Sync your Calendar. 

Sync up your Calendars

New and ongoing funding streams are available to support

innovation, sustainability, and growth across the UK’s maritime

industry. These opportunities aim to help businesses and

organisations develop cleaner technologies, strengthen skills, and

enhance competitiveness within the sector.

Click HERE to find out more.

Funding & Opportunities

Join WA Chairman, Richard Brooks, at the BM PBACM Conference

2026. Celebrating our continued support WA Members can also

make use of the BM member price of £65, instead of the £115 non

member rate. Tickets are limited and  close on Tuesday 6  January.th

Click HERE for more information

British Marine Passenger Boat &
Commercial Marine Conference

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1uJKSc54wKemr6qF9X9iQbqq14htFUIoR/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1uJKSc54wKemr6qF9X9iQbqq14htFUIoR/view?usp=sharing
https://mailchi.mp/portskillsandsafety/pss-newsletter-december25-17997585?e=f19941d8ae
https://drive.google.com/file/d/17942rxQchwC0gb1VOZ6OoVWKO46P1Tnq/view?usp=sharing
https://public-gbr.mkt.dynamics.com/api/v1.0/orgs/92994e40-49ed-49c5-85f5-96bd2df856d2/channels/mails/vib/082799fd-2992-ea11-a812-000d3a7f4a6b_2971b808-6edb-f011-8544-6045bd0f9360_13fd0ecd-044a-3627-ec96-8574d67d3830_30b99578-54d0-f011-8544-7ced8d6ca577#msdynmkt_trackingcontext=105416b8-440e-405f-a48d-add3be2f0000
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1wSHzoOJ87vr-wOxtnaKQv3TkRkIZ5bud/view?usp=sharing
https://theseafarerscharity.cmail19.com/t/i-e-zftjjd-iihdqqkl-v/
https://www.linkedin.com/newsletters/6946067739736203264/?midToken=AQEC_UaveS7rPA&midSig=3PcJ7Haswv9aQ1&trk=eml-email_series_follow_newsletter_01-newsletter_entity_lockup-0-newsletter_entity_cta&trkEmail=eml-email_series_follow_newsletter_01-newsletter_entity_lockup-0-newsletter_entity_cta-null-3a88t1~lj7cx4pc~bs-null-null&eid=3a88t1-lj7cx4pc-bs
https://mailchi.mp/de03216d3f98/the-seafarer-newsletter-10026611?e=0db61ba3a5
mailto:l.johnson@workboatassociation.org
mailto:h.johnson@workboatassociation.org
https://www.workboatassociation.org/wa-members-dashboard/events-calendar/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1bWiY98IU4UNZ6Ohv6HJL1eUo3kVmN6ya/view?usp=sharing
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/british-marine-passenger-boat-commercial-marine-conference-2026-tickets-1838257711299?aff=oddtdtcreator

